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536 PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OF [1897. 

The following annual reports were read and referred to the Pub- 
lication Committee: — 

REPORT OP THE RECORDING SECRETARY. 

The average attendance at the meetings of the Academy during 
the past year has been 25. There has been no occasion of sufficient 
interest to fill the room and thus raise this average as has usually 
been the case in former years, while the separation of special inter- 
ests into Sections, at the meetings of which communications are 
made, has continued to detract from the interest of the general ses- 
sions of the Academy, although the cooperation of the Biological 
and Microscopical Section and, less frequently, that of the Mineral- 
ogical and Geological Section, have been productive of good re- 
sults. 

Verbal communications have been made by Messrs. Rand, Sharp, 
Goldsmith, Pilsbry, J. C. Morris, Carter, Woolman, G. Vaux, Jr., 
S. Brown, Morsell, Skinner, Chapman, Calvert, Holman, Dixon, 
Heath, Keely, Conklin, Palmer, Kelly, Mercer, SchaefTer, Frazer, 
Allen, Peirce, Crawford, Stewart, Reese, C. Morris, Griffiths, Boyer, 
Wells, Garrison, Sullivan, Mrs. Bladen and Miss Walter. But few 
of these were reported by their authors for publication and they 
can, therefore, only be referred to in the written minutes of the 
Academy. 

Four hundred and eighty-four pages of the Proceedings illustrated 
by 13 plates, and 144 pages of the Journal with 17 plates, forming 
the first part of Volume XI, have been issued. As heretofore, we 
are indebted to Mr. Clarence B, Moore for the beautiful illustra- 
tions of his interesting paper on the mounds of the Georgia coast 
constituting the number. 

The Conchological Section has continued the publication of the 
Manual af Conchology, 288 pages and 51 plates having been pub- 
lished since the last report, while the Entomological Section and the 
American Entomological Society have published 539 pages and 15 
plates in the same period, making a total of 1,455 pages and 96 
plates added within the year to scientific literature. 

Thirty-eight papers have been presented for publication as fol- 
lows : H. A. Pilsbry 5, H. A. Pilsbry and E. G. Vanatta 1, H. A. 
Pilsbry and Benjamin Sharp 1, S. N. Rhoads 5, S. N. Rhoads and 
Robert T. Young 1, Wm. J. Fox 2, T. D. A. Cockerell 2, T. D. A. 
Cockerell and W. J. Fox 1, Witmer Stone 2, Ida A. Keller 2, Per- 
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sifor Frazer 2, Frank C. Baker 1, C. B. Moore 1, Marquis de Na- 
daillac 1, T. Cbalkley Palmer 1, Mary A. Schively 1, Charles H. 
Johnson 1, Harold Heath 1, John Ford 1, Philip P. Calvert 1, E. 
Goldsmith 1, James E. Benedict 1, John Van Denburg 1, H. Von 
Ihering 1, Thomas Meehan 1. Of these 27 have been printed in 
the Proceedings, two in the Journal, while two others have been re- 
ported on favorably for the Proceedings. One paper has been re- 
turned to the author, one has been withdrawn by the author, and 
five are held under advisement. In addition to the above an elabo- 
rate memoir by the late Edw. D. Cope on the organic remains of 
the Port Kennedy Cave Deposit, probably the last work completed 
by the distinguished author, is in the hands of the Publication Com- 
mittee, and will be presented as soon as means for the required illus- 
trations can be secured. 

Eighteen members and two correspondents have been elected. 
The deaths of ten members and four correspondents have been re- 
corded, four members have been dropped from the roll for non-pay- 
menl of dues, and eleven members have resigned, as follows : Arthur 
A. Bliss, J. S. de Benneville, Jean Fraley Hallowell, Henry T. 
Coates, Thomas Earle White, M. L. Orum, William Thomson, John 
Struthers, Edgar W. Earle, Edward C. Kirk and B. W. Griffiths. 

In addition to the other societies heretofore reported as meeting 
in the Academy, the Philadelphia Branch of the Boston Mycologi- 
«al Club has been granted permission to hold its sessions in the 
Council room once a week at an hour not otherwise appropriated. 

The Committee on cheaper rates of postage on natural history 
material appointed on September 5, 1893, has informed the Acad- 
emy that its labors have been successful, a proposed modification of 
the postal laws having been adopted by the Universal Postal Union 
whereby specimens of natural history are admitted to the mails of 
the Union at the same rates as samples of merchandise. The Acad- 
emy is to be congratulated that this very desirable result is due to 
the efficiency of its Committee, which consisted of Messrs. Calvert, 
Pilsbry and Woolman. 

An application to the Legislature authorized March 30, 1897, for 
an appropriation from the public funds toward the furnishing of 
the new building of the Academy, was productive of absolutely, no 
result. 

The Hayden Memorial Geological Award for 1897 was conferred 
on Professor A. Karpinski, Director of the Geological Survey of 
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Russia. The medal and a draft for the annual interest on the fund 
were presented to the recipient of the recognition by Dr. Persifor 
Frazer, the Academy's representative at the 7th International Con- 
gress of Geologists, at a public session of the Congress. The Acad- 
emy, as a member of the Congress, will receive its official publica- 
tions. 

A resolution protesting against the passage of a bill providing 
for the damming of the Delaware River was adopted March 30th,. 
and transmitted to the Governor of New Jersey, who was not, how- 
ever, deterred thereby from signing the bill. This and similar pro- 
tests were heeded by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, and, the meas- 
ure being defeated at Harrisburg became inoperative, as the two 
States must agree on any action affecting the Delaware River. 

Three deaths occurring during the year have rendered it sorrow- 
fully memorable in the history of the Academy. The society has 
indeed suffered severe loss since 1891, when the death of Dr. Leidy 
left a vacancy in its working force which has not in any degree been 
filled. Since then eight members, distinguished as original inves- 
tigators or able in the administration of its affairs, have died in 
rapid succession. The most recent of these, Edward D. Cope, Har- 
rison Allen and George H. Horn, were recognized throughout the 
scientific world as of eminence in their several specialties, each in 
his degree added lustre to the work of the Academy, and each left 
on record substantial evidence of his interest in its welfare. Iden- 
tified as these distinguished naturalists were with the Academy's 
activity as an agent of intellectual progress for more than thirty 
years, the immediate future is not likely to compensate for their 
loss. 

During the attendance of the Recording Secretary at the Second 
International Library Conference in London, the duties of the office 
were satisfactorily performed by Mr. Wm. J. Fox. 

Edward J. Nolan, 
Recording Secretary. 



REPORT OP THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 

During the past year, commencing December 1, 1896, there have 
been received from one hundred and two societies, museums, libra- 
ries, etc., one hundred and ninety-seven acknowledgements of the 
receipt of publications of the Academy, and from thirty-six societies, 



